 Southern Mountains Homeless Coalition (Region 2 BoS)

October 4, 2018 - Blue Ridge Community Health Services (BRCHS), Hendersonville

Transylvania County by phone link - 9:30 AM

Facilitation in Hendersonville by Trina Hill.

Minutes for September 6 considered for acceptance as distributed by email. No objections were voiced, so the distributed draft was adopted as final by common consent.

September Balance of State (BoS) Steering Committee call (Sept. 11):  NCCEH is completing the 2018 Continuum of Care BoS application. Ranking is complete for projects totaling $8,388,382, of which $522,952 was reassigned from projects not re-funded. About $1.6 million in new projects is also being submitted to fund Domestic Violence (DV) and Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) activities. Another amount is being targeted to planning for our Continuum; this includes work to meet the Coordinated Entry mandate. 32 renewals and six new projects are involved.

Emergency Solutions Grants: Our local committee (Sarah Grymes (HAC), Sheryl Fortune [WCCA] and George Alley [Polk county rep]) ranked three proposals. Thrive was awarded $47,516 for 

rapid re-housing (RRH) in all four counties. The Haven (Transylvania) was awarded $35,000 to support emergency shelter, rapid re-housing and homelessness prevention. Family Resources of Rutherfordton was awarded $24,000 for emergency shelter. The local committee plans to finish the regional application and mail in time to meet the Oct. 26 deadline.

Coordinated Entry: NCCEH is undertaking an annual review of how area coalitions address this. They are sending out a survey to agencies and consumers (homeless persons with placements or offers of housing through the entry system). Results will be tallied in November, with hopes for suggested new processes or refinements to be posted or distributed in January. This should involve all agencies using HMIS (for us, Thrive and The Haven) and those served by HMIS (excluding domestic violence placements which are confidential and non-HMIS).

Balance of State in-person work: An in-person session is set for November 29; Trina will attend. BoS is also offering a workshop ‘Best Principles in Tenancy’, especially to support case-manager work, on November 12-13 or November 15-16.

2019 Balance of State gathering: A conference is scheduled for May 21-22, 2019 in Raleigh. NCCEH has called for proposals by presenters, either to stand-alone or to participate on a panel.

Coordinated Entry Report: [Amber Albright, Thrive]

Veterans: [David Carr, ABCCM] The program has been without new housing funds since the end of July. They solicited pledges to take tenants from landlords willing to wait. A new grant opened Oct. 1:  David has ten people targeted to house with this. There is no wait list. Elsewhere, Mecklenburg County had a SSVF program not be renewed. Enrollments  were suspended at the end of June. There is an appeal and an ‘assessment’.


[Alyce Knaflich] Aura Homes has four on its waiting list. There is no current funding and none are currently sheltered. 

Point In Time Count (PIT), 2019: Emily Lowery has agreed to be lead. We need to submit the name of our lead to NCCEH asap. Trina moved confirming Emily as our 2019 PIT Lead, Amber second, carried. Trina will submit her name.

SMHC Regional Elections for 2019:  Trina is finding the weight of serving as lead to constrain other work she needs to do. She is seeking to share this responsibility with a willing person, to become co-leads for next year. Please contact her if you are interested or believe someone should be asked.

Schoolhouse Connections: Trina spoke of a webinar and call, that were focused on gaps in service. We have had interest in this from Rutherford, Transylvania and Henderson. Beth Branigan joined  the call (but is not present today). There is a need to identify local services, and start a brainstorming process to improve what we have, to look at staff supports, materials, training and/or organizing/facilitating meetings. One topic is youth-parenting. More groups need to understand our work and perspectives and get better involved. A question is, Who serves young children (and what are the gaps)… this is related to homelessness but is not a housing intervention.

The next scheduled Southern Mountains Homeless Coalition meeting is November 1st, 9:30 AM at Blue Ridge Community Health meeting room in Hendersonville.

With respect, Chris Berg, secretary

