 Southern Mountains Homeless Coalition (Region 2 BoS)

November 2, 2017 - Blue Ridge Community Health community room, Hendersonville

9:30 AM

Kristen Martin (Thrive) convening and participating by telephone

Suzanne Porter (United Way of Rutherford County) attempting to present phone info to group

ESG update : Alyce Knaflich reports that the Coalition submitted its 2017 Emergency Solutions Grant application to the state on Oct. 23rd. Included were Thrive proposals to serve Rapid Re-housing to homeless clients in all four counties. Also included were services for shelters in Transylvania County (SAFE, Domestic Violence; The Haven, Shelter)
Alyce plans to step down as funding lead. This position will need to be filled in the next two months.

CA update : Implementation of the regional Coordinated Entry plan (previously submitted) is a priority. One process will be revising the Prevention and Diversion screening to be moved to 211 phone accessibility. Ehren at NCCEH is expected to help with this.

North Carolina Housing Finance Agency is offering Fair Housing training at McDowell Tech on November 21, to cover state and federal laws. A targeted audience is any landlords or management companies that may interface with assistance programs. SocialServe is a training provider. Misty Bradley plans to prepare an agenda.

A BoS Continuum of Care regional face-to-face meeting is planned for Nov. 8th in High Point. All regional coalition leadership members are asked to attend. A part of the work will be to update goals; if you have input please contact Trina Hill or Emily Lowery.

Emily reported by phone that Transylvania agencies work under a Code Purple system, that gives general shelter to street people when temps are expected to go below 25º. Due to the limited local shelter capacity they expect to be making out-of-county referrals in some cases. [Additional work on 'PA' is expected at the coalition meeting December 7, at Blue Ridge Community Health, 9:30 AM.]

Misty Bradley reported her position at VAYA Health has changed to be a Section 8 Housing Quality inspector. VAYA will need a Housing Specialist to replace her in the previous job. Misty does not expect to be able to attend future meetings of Southern Mountains Coalition. 

Christine Smith, representative of Henderson County Schools HELP program reported 375 children assisted last year under the McKinney-Vento program. This year to the end of October 174 referrals have been received. Four referrals were received this morning. 

Point In Time Count: Amber Albright reports that the street count will take place the morning of January 25th. 


The Henderson County Point In Time subcommittee is led by Lance Gollar and Amber. Emily serves as regional PIT lead, phone 828-877-2040. Lance and Amber will be needing street count volunteers; some teams have volunteers with experience in an area, but the downtown team will need more help. A useful tool is having gallon ziplock bags containing hygiene items, cold weather gear and clothing, etc. The team expects to also make available resource cards giving church and agency information that may help street people. Brenda Ploss offered to help laminate such cards when they are ready.

Lance is aware of a useful digital app for count purposes. They expect to purchase licenses for volunteers to use. If this is utilized there will be training on it included in the normal PIT Training session in the week prior to the count. It essentially allows for a picture taken and uploaded to be associated with a location point which can later be mapped. It is also possible to color code the observation points based on what is observed. The app is said to be secure.

Caron McKay spoke of the Caring Committee (which meets on fourth Fridays), now convening at the new IAM facility. There will be a PIT meeting to follow the general Coalition meeting. 

