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	Committee Name:
	Housing Visions 

	Date:
	March 12, 2015

	Time:
	12:00 pm

	Meeting Place:
	Catawba County United Way

	Members Present:
	Cam Anderson, Kim Bowman,  Tim Brulet, Jennifer Clark, Jennie Connor, Phillip Demas, Levi Helton,  Laura Hew, Barbara Huffman, Meg Lail, Art Leaming, Dave Leonetti, Casey McCall, Larry McMullen, Steve Moore, Tina Morgan, Vicki Murray, Renee Neal, Carrie Palmer, Austin Pearce, Michael Smith, Thad “Sparkie” Sparkman, Phil Williams, and Teena Willis 

	Agenda Item #2:

Review of Minutes 
	February minutes were reviewed and approved with a motion from Austin Pearce    and a second from Larry McMullen with everyone in favor with a correction on Agenda Item #4 Grace House served 1,184 people instead of $1,184.00. Also Safe Harbor “will be called the New Day Program” instead of  “not called the New Day Program”.   

	Agenda item 3:

Balance of State
	Coordinated Assessment – The Balance of State approved our regional coordinated assessment.  We have 30 days to implement the plan.  We will have a local training to ensure that everyone knows the process and forms.  The local CAC will plan the training and let everyone know.  We will look at early April to hold the training. 
CoC Application process – NCCEH submitted the Grant Inventory Worksheet to HUD.  If anyone is interested in applying for grant funds they need to complete the Intent to Apply form.  NCCEH is unclear if there will be funds available for new applications however. We need to elect a scorecard committee representative.  Larry McMullen volunteered to be the representative. Everyone was in agreement for Larry to be our representative. Casey will pass along information to NCCEH. 

	Agenda Item #4
Agency Updates


	Catawba County United Way – Jenny Connor shared they United Way will be hosting their Annual Spirit Awards on April 22.   If anyone is interested please RSVP to her or one of the staff. 

Highways and Hedges – Phil Williams shared about the outreach that his ministry does for those that are homeless or in need.  They pick up and distribute items to people in need.  They provide groceries, furniture and other items donated.  He works in the Eastern part of the county.  They meet in Conover at the Vision Outreach Church. 
Hickory Soup Kitchen – The numbers being served has not changed much.  They are in the process of their campaign and looking forward to preparing to move to their new location.  They will be having a fundraiser this weekend – Bruise & Blues at the Crescent Moon Sunday at 6pm. Also Kyle and Friends fundraiser on March 23rd.  Contact Austin with questions.  
Salvation Army – Casey shared the Salvation Army is at half capacity so they have space for individuals and families in need.  They will be hosting a Pedestrian Safety Presentation by the Hickory PD on April 1st at 6pm at the shelter.  Casey also shared the Crown Plaza hotel is changing out the beds.  They have queen and king size beds to donate and the contact is Bill Walters.  You cannot sell the beds but they can be given out. 
Grace House – Kim Bowman reported they served 1,557 people last month.  They will also be moving their location by the end of May.  They are not sure where they will be moving to yet.  When they move, they will have a SOAR trained case worker available.  

CVCC – Renee Neal shared there was a job fair at the Tarlton Complex on March 10th from 1-5.  It was very successful.  The employer numbers were up and job seeker numbers were down.  
ALFA – Meg Lail reported the Not Your Mamas Bingo is March 13 and they are sold out.  The Hike for Hope will be April 11th.  
Safe Harbor Rescue Mission - Vicki Murray shared that the day program is open 8am – 3pm.  Their goal is to help move people out of homelessness.  They are also starting to go into people’s homes as they move out to follow them and offer supports as they transition.  They have transitional housing open to their ladies in the day program. They are in need of vehicles to help their ladies when they move out as well.  

Veteran’s Helping Veteran’s / Stand Down – Larry McMullen shared forms for volunteers, agencies, and sponsorships are available on the Foothills Stand Down website. http://www.foothillsstanddown.com/.  
Habitat for Humanity – They will be hosting a Build a Bird House fundraiser on April 23rd. They will begin construction of new houses this spring off Falling Creek Rd. They are looking for applicants for new houses.   

Veteran’s Administration – Tim Brulet shared that the Asheville VA will be picking up the clinic in Hickory.  The change will happen by October 1. There will be a town hall meeting tonight at CVCC to discuss.  
City of Hickory Police Department –HPD was appreciative of information shared with officers.  Please continue to share information with them as it is available. 
NC Commerce – Thad “Sparkie” Sparkman shared NC Works has had an increase of jobs available and less job seekers.  
City of Hickory – Dave Leonetti reported the city is in the process of completing its consolidated plan. He also shared there are housing urgent repair funds available for low income households.  They also have loan programs for low income households. They are in need of applications. 

Family Care Center - Jennifer Clark shared what FCC does for families.  They do have a waitlist but encourage applications so they can house quickly.  They have rapid re-housing funds that can assist with getting people back into housing.  Unfortunately, the funds are limited.  
Partners Behavioral Health Management – Teena Willis reported Partners will not be merging at this time.  More information will be shared as it is known.  Michael Smith has a Mental Health First Aid training scheduled for March 30th and 31st for those interested.  Michael also shared there will be an Information Friday event to share information about autism on March 27th from 12-1pm. Contact him with any questions about the training or Information Friday event.  

	Other Discussion
	There was discussion about the warming stations.  They were successful this year and Austin reported they would be having a debriefing soon.  Austin shared some of the challenges for the churches.  The group offered an invitation for them to come to the regional committee and share their experiences and see how we can support them.  

	Meeting Adjourned
	Casey adjourned the meeting at 1:04pm

	Next Meeting:
	The next meeting of the CoC will be April 9th at 12 noon at Catawba County United Way.

	Respectfully Submitted By:
	Teena Willis
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