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Burke Homeless
Continuum of Care





Minutes

	Committee Name:
	Burke Homeless Continuum of Care Partnership

	Date:

	September 3, 2014

	Time:
	2:00 pm 

	Meeting Place:
	Burke County United Way

	Members Present:
	JD Brewster, Valerie Brooks, Teagan Brown, Wendy Cato, Annie Earle, Thom Hartman, Adrian Hurst, Vanessa James, Jill King, Joe Marks, Lori Setzer, Michael Smith, Marisol Tomas, Teena Willis

	Agenda Item #1:

Introductions/Welcome/ Sign In  
	

	Agenda Item #2:

Minutes from last meeting
	August minutes were approved with motion from Wendy Cato and a second by Teagan Brown.  There were no changes.

	Agenda Item #3 

Agenda Items
	Please send agenda items to Joe as you think about them throughout the month. 

	Agenda Item # 4
Hunger & Homeless Awareness Week 
	HHAW is Nov. 15 - Nov. 23 this year.  Will not be able to have a banner this year.  HALO is still planned for Nov. 15th – churches need to contact Suzy or Joe.  Meeting is set for next Friday, September 19, at 10:30 at the Burke County United Way.

	Agenda Item #5

Agency Updates
	Burke County Public Schools – Adrian reported free breakfast and lunch for all children in the elementary schools.  They are tracking and keeping up with families that qualify for McKenny Vento eligible families to meet the needs of families.  

VA Medical Center - Asheville – Marisol reported she is the outreach for veteran’s for the VA.  Briefly reviewed services for veteran’s specifically related to housing. They just received 31 vouchers for Buncombe County and they are using the VISPDAT/SPDAT assessment.  Next Thursday is the Stand Down in Asheville. 
Cognitive Connection – Lori Setzer will be attending the meeting for Cognitive Connection.
ALFA – Annie Earle reported ALFA has still not filled the Executive Director position but hope to be moving forward to advertise soon.  Not Your Momma’s Bingo will be September 19th  - Wonderful Bingo of Oz. Tickets are available for $20. They will hopefully be starting Hep C testing beginning in 2015.   They will be able to provide treatment information as well as testing. On September 24 eat at Maria’s (formerly Gappettos) and 10%-15% of the proceeds will go to ALFA. Annie has expressed concerns about not being in the Burke County Schools to do testing.  Youth 13-24 year old demographics are the fastest growing HIV+ group.
Burke United Way – City called a meeting and asked many in the community to attend.  There was good conversation.  There were conversations about a request to open up an area to support a day center.  There were conversations of money and funding.  There were many city officials at the table that were talking about negative things but hopefully with good consequences.  Public Safety stated they are not breaking up tents and state they are not breaking up tents unless there are complaints.  
House of Refuge – Thom reported they are trying to bring together a policy about charging fees for guests.  They have been able to establish a fund to help with those that can’t pay.  They have struggled with being fair about how to apply the policy and the funds.  Thom addressed an email about a referral that a gentleman was referred to Good Samaritan Clinic and BUCM for funds to pay for stay.  He is trying to get an answer from the house manager about that.  It is not their intent for people to ask for other agencies for funding to stay at the HoR.  They will be at the Morganton Festival advertising their facility. Numbers have been down but started the summer with higher than normal.  They are not at capacity right now. 
The Meeting Place Mission – Joe reported all units are full. They are looking at different ways to handle the units being full because there are new issues that arise with full units.  Family unit will be coming open.  Referrals need to go to Joe. 
A Caring Alternative – Teagan Brown reported the Peer Support Services are going well.  They started a new service – Assertive Engagement for indigent people (Assertive Engagement is similar to the old case management to get connected with services).  

Partners BHM – Michael reported they have sponsored Mental Health First Aid training in July. It was a good turnout.  There was also a CIT class for law enforcement officers in August.  Teena reported Partners will be opening a Transitional Housing Program in Mt. Airy with an Open House occurring on Thursday Sept 4, 2014 form 3-5pm. Teena also reported S+C is full for both Catawba and Burke.
Burke United Christian Ministries – Jill King reported they are starting Educational Wednesdays. There will be a different subject each Wednesday.  First Wed. is coupon clipping, Third Wednesday is their HOPE program, Fourth Wednesday is financial literacy.   She also stated they are not a day shelter.  There are men reporting they cannot get into the emergency shelter due to fees at the only men’s shelter, HoR.  Jill reports concerns of not having a true emergency shelter in Burke County.  

NC Dept. Of Commerce – Vanessa James reported they had a good turnout for the workshop this morning.  
Options – Valerie reported they have a fundraiser coming up “Pints and Pedals” and another coming up “Music Heals the Heart”.  There will be more information coming about it. 

	Agenda Item #6
Steering Committee Report

	Teena Willis shared the BoS Steering Committee highlights
· HMIS lead agency ratification – The Steering Committee decided there was not enough information to ratify MCAH to be the lead agency. 
· Coordinated Assessment Workshops coming up– There are workshops set up in Raleigh for communities to talk about coordinated assessments in areas that are similar.  Burke’s dates are set for Oct. 23-24.  Need to invite key players in the community to attend. 
· Chronically Homeless Prioritization Policy – discussed HUDs policy and the BoS adopted a change to be in line with the HUD policy.

	Agenda Item #7
Subcommittees
	Rapid Rehousing Meeting – September 19th th at 10:30am  
Data Quality Meeting – September 22nd at 10:30am

- Must register at http://www.ncceh.org/events/694/ to participate. 

	Meeting adjourned
	Joe reminded everyone to invite others to join our Burke Regional Committee

	Next Meeting:
	Next meeting is October 1, 2014 at 2:00pm at the Foothills Higher Education Center 

	Respectfully Submitted By:
	Teena Willis
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