Domestic Violence Meeting 
July 24, 2014
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present: Cassandra Hart, Chair

     Valentcia Person

     Sharika Sneed

        
     Lt. Irvin Robinson


     Annie Perry

 
     Meredith Houchins


     Mirna Gereige


     Kanika Turrentine


     Gail Birdsong


     Shirley Davis

Start Meeting: 3:00pm
End Meeting: 4:00pm
Next Meeting: August 21, 2014 @ 3:00pm
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1.Introductions
· Cassandra welcomed new members who will be joining us for our annual DV event this year and thanked everyone that participated last year for returning.   Next everyone was informed that she would be turning things over to Valenticia Person, DSS Work First Lead Social Worker.  
2.Recap of last year’s events
· Cassandra discussed last year’s events including the town talk sessions and who covered each of those, Kanika’s “Fit to Love” that she will be conducting again this year, and the actual candlelight vigil with the display from Safe Space.   We all agreed to incorporate these activities in the month of October again this year and the days are TBA.
· Town talk sessions from last year are listed below and will be offered again this year:

· Law Enforcement

· DSS/CPS

· Advocate/survivor

· Teens

· Therapist

· Last year’s Fit to Love will offered free food, clothing, and HIV testing.  Infinite Possibilities also will offer a DV training that Kanika will give us more information about at a later date.
3. Date for Candlelight Vigil
-
The committee set a tentative date of October 30, 2014 for the walk -starting at 5:30 and Vigil/Presentation directly after the walk.  The committee discussed avoiding other activities, such as bible study (Wednesday night), Families Living Violence Free Awareness Events, and The City of Henderson’s Halloween trick or treat.  Lt. Irvin informed us that the city had planned to eliminate that event along with the Christmas parade. Therefore, it should not be a scheduling conflict. However, he will confirm.
4. Ideas for this year, partnering with neighboring counties
-
In addition to ideas from the recap, the committee agreed to keep a similar agenda from last year.  Cassandra will contact Judge Yancey, Toni Pedroza, Sheriff White, and Pastor Mike Pickett (the new Youth Pastor for First Presbyterian Church) to participate in the Candlelight Vigil.  Also Dorian Locklear of Structured Family Interventions, LLC will be participating again this year, but was unable to make it to this meeting.  

· A few new ideas/suggestions  that were mentioned were:

· Mirna mentioned “The Yellow Dress,” which is a play that focuses on dating violence and date rape.  She gave a brief synopsis of it and how powerful the message would be as it pertains to dating.  Kanika contacted a company via email to get a price quote and will let the committee know when she hears something.  Kanika also mentioned Abigail (from the book store) does great plays and has a great testimony.
· Gail from FLVF shared their idea of a white Christmas tree that they used to tie purple ribbons and butterflies on with the names of victims that served as sign of families living violence free to display at their events.  Gail also invited everyone to attend Granville’s DV events.  Oct 1- Kickoff event & Oct 3- Hoops for Hope at J.F. Webb High School @ 6pm (Oxford, NC) She will inform us of other events as they finalize their agenda.
· Contact Raleigh Road Outdoor Theatre to see if we could show DV movies (ex. Enough or What’s Love Got to do with it?) and what would be the fee for one night.  Kanika mentioned we could give out information packets prior to the show and maybe say a few words before/after the movie through the speaker system.
· We should put all DV information on the county website for Vance, Franklin and Granville.
Next meeting: August 21, 2014 @ 3:00pm
