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Minutes

	Committee Name:
	Burke Homeless Continuum of Care Partnership

	Date:

	April 2, 2014

	Time:
	2:20 pm – delayed due to location change

	Meeting Place:
	Foothills Higher Educational Center

	Members Present:
	Valerie Brooks, Wendy Cato, Thom Hartman, Vanessa James, Jill King, Joe Marks, Stephen Smith, Frank Tozzolina, Kate Tozzolina, Hilary Ventura, Susan Smith Walker, Teena Willis

	Agenda Item #1:

Introductions/Welcome/ Sign In  
	Joe Marks – location was changed to Burke County United Way due to a conflict of space at Foothills Higher Education Center

	Agenda Item #2:

Minutes from last meeting
	March minutes were approved by motion from Wendy Cato and second motion from Jill King

	Agenda Item #3

Steering Committee Report

	Joe Marks shared the BoS Steering Committee discussions

· Everyone needs to visit the NCCEH website for BoS information we all need to know :  www.ncceh.org---practice--balance  

· More in My Basket – information about connecting low income families to food benefits – for more information go to www.morefood.org 

· Point in Time Update – NCCEH should have information available by April 30th on the state’s information as well as individual counties
· ESG application will be coming soon – Joe requested someone to take the lead in coordinating our regional committee for processing the ESG applications for submission 

	Agenda Item #4

Foothills Homeless Veteran’s Stand Down 

	Veteran’s Stand Down is on April 25, 2014 from 8am – 2pm at the Hickory Fair Grounds in Hickory (1127 Hwy. 70 West)

Visit the website for forms and information – www.foothillsstanddown.com  or call Ric Vandett at 828-302-0293 or Larry McMullen at 828-320-2842 \

Teena Willis and Michael Smith are collecting agency registrations and provided some forms for the Stand Down to the group. 
Discussed transportation – BUCM will be the pickup and drop off location.  We will provide transportation signage to the area about who to contact about getting on the transportation list. Transport will leave BUCM at 8am and return at approximately 2pm

	Agenda Item #5
Subcommittees
	No subcommittee calls in April.

	Agency Update


	BUCM – Jill reported their numbers have decreased in the folks seeking assistance through their crisis program.  7000 food stamp recipients to 9000 in Burke County.  The county sent back LIEP funds (funds allocated to the state for utility assistance).  The county did not have enough recipients to apply.  BUCM is doing food distribution Monday at Calvary Baptist – they feed the community.  Wednesday – bagged food distributed to Mountain Crest Elementary for school families & Friday is at St. Charles Catholic church to feed their church.
BUCM will be hosting an Educational Training on former offender initiatives including job preparation training for offenders through Work force Solutions (former ESC) on Wednesday April 9th at 2pm.  Vanessa James will be the presenter.   

Burke United Way – Jennifer Yoder has worked hard to keep NC211 updated however there hasn’t been confidence by the community to enter and entrust information.  Wendy is asking for feedback about NC211 so she can take the information back to the State to improve NC211.  Wendy asked about how deposit utilities work when families move –who gets the refund of deposit. The resident gets the deposit.  Wendy volunteered to try to set up a meeting with utility companies to see if we can work something out to help with returning deposits back to agencies for families that are in their housing for short amount of times. 
Homeward Bound – Gave report about individuals in program.  One person in the unit would like to move in with some family that is also in a homeless situation.  Looking for 3 bedroom house – Teena was able to provide resource that may be a possibility. 
The Meeting Place Mission – Joe reported they are busy and full except at the women’s shelter.  Calls for the women’s shelter have decreased significantly over the past month. There have been no new entries into the shelter this month – everyone in the shelter have been there already. The men’s house is doing great and everyone at the house has income.  Meeting Place Missions is holding a Volunteer Fair at Oak Hill UMC at the impact building 2:00-3:30pm on Sunday April 06, 2014 – call Joe so they can get a count of folks planning to attend– There is a need for respite relief for the worker at the Women’s Shelter. 
Legal Aid of NC – Hilary Ventura brought housing resource guides by county and shared those are available on line with the NC Housing Coalition.  New initiatives for reentry to community – 1st priority is providing assistance with expungements. 2nd priority is education law – working with school suspensions and working with IEPs – 3rd priority is veteran’s and Hilary is not sure at this time what they will be doing in that area.
CCRP – Another person left for Bible College this week – getting ready for May fundraiser – the residential program is full – Thrift Store is doing really well
Frank Trozzolina – Brought up the discussion we had months ago about creating a yahoo group to provide information back and forth in the group – Teena will get e-mail list to Frank to organize the group – 

Options – House has been  ½ to ¾ full recently – The Art of Chocolate will be May 2, 2014 – this is options major fundraiser. 

	Meeting adjourned
	3:45pm - Joe reminded everyone to invite others to join our Burke Regional Committee

	Next Meeting:


	May 7, 2014 at 2:00pm at the Foothills Higher Education Center 

	Respectfully Submitted By:
	Teena Willis
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