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Burke Homeless
Continuum of Care





Minutes

	Committee Name:
	Burke Homeless Continuum of Care Partnership

	Date:

	March 5, 2014

	Time:
	2:00 pm

	Meeting Place:
	Foothills Higher Educational Center

	Members Present:
	Wendy Cato, Thom Hartman, Adrian Hurst, Debbie Jennings,  Jill King, Joe Marks, Michael Smith, Hilary Ventura, Susan Walker, and Teena Willis guest: Vanessa James with Dept. of Commerce

	Agenda Item #1:

Introductions/Welcome/ Sign In  
	Joe Marks

	Agenda Item #2:

Minutes from last meeting
	February minutes were approved by motion by Wendy Cato and a second by Susan Walker  

	Agenda Item #3

Steering Committee Report

	Joe Marks shared the BoS Steering Committee discussions

· Let everyone know to visit the NCCEH website for BoS information we all need to know :  www.ncceh.org---practice--balance  

· Point In Time Count & Housing Inventory Chart were submitted on time to NCCEH – 74 homeless counted compared to 101 last year – Wendy volunteered to enter the individual surveys into our spreadsheet to get greater detail of the homeless.  Numbers were down across the state.
· There was recognition of new regional committees coming into the Balance of State which increase the number of members participating with the BoS.
· Reviewed the request to provide letters of consistency and support from the BoS for SSVF funding applications by regional committees within the BoS.  With the letters, committees will be required to be consistent with the goals of the BoS. 
· Data Quality Subcommittee call-  Thursday March 27 at 10:30 – register at http://www.ncceh.org/events/692/
· Rapid Re-housing call – Friday March 21 at 10:30 – register at http://www.ncceh.org/events/690/ 

	Agenda Item #4

Foothills Homeless Veteran’s Stand Down 

	Veteran’s Stand Down is on April 25, 2014 from 8am – 2pm at the Hickory Fair Grounds in Hickory (1127 Hwy. 70 West)

Visit the website for forms and information – www.foothillsstanddown.com  or call Ric Vandett at 828-302-0293 or Larry McMullen at 828-320-2842 \

Teena Willis and Michael Smith are collecting agency registrations and provided some forms for the Stand Down to the group. 
Discussed providing a letter of support from our Regional Committee to support the efforts to provide the Stand Down.  Wendy Cato made a motion and a second motion from Jill King.  All were in favor to provide support 

	Agenda Item #5
Subcommittees
	· Data Quality Subcommittee call-  Thursday March 27 at 10:30 – register at http://www.ncceh.org/events/692/  - Anyone using CHIN needs to participate
· Rapid Re-housing call – Friday March 21 at 10:30 – register at http://www.ncceh.org/events/690/   - Joe Marks, Valerie Brooks, & Thom Hartman need to participate (anyone receiving ESG funds)
· You must register to attend the call.  Joe encouraged everyone to participate in all the calls to get a better understanding of what is happening in the CoC. 
Next Steering committee meeting will be face-to-face in Greensboro on April 1, 2014 – rescheduled from March due to inclement weather

	Agency Update


	Dept. Of Commerce – Vanessa James – Regional former offenders specialist covers Cherokee to Catawba – provides assistance to offenders to help with employment.  Also provides training in the detention centers/jails.  Provides information and training to employers. There are tax breaks that employers can get if they hire individuals with felonies within a year of their conviction or release.  There is also an opportunity to offer bonding for employers so they can be reimbursed for their loss.  Top 3 things offenders should do to get employment?  After they are ready for employment 1- Know how to answer the criminal background question on paper/on line/in person.  2- Have incentives in their back pocket to offset background such as personal references 3- Encourage people to have a copy of their criminal background to know what is on their record and be able to give information eg: documentation to show expungement of charges, assist employers with knowing whether an incident is a charge or conviction, etc.

Recommendation was discussed to have Vanessa do a presentation for our area to provide additional information.  
House of Refuge – Thom reported they have been at capacity at the shelter.  Expressed appreciation to everyone for the assistance they have given to the shelter. They have two guys moving out successfully to permanent housing. 
BUCM – Jill reported their numbers have decreased in the folks seeking assistance through their crisis program.  They are requiring tax returns are brought in as a form of income verification. Donations have stayed strong through the winter. The Homeless support group called HOPE (homeless outreach with a purposeful exchange) on the 3rd Wednesday at 12:30 is going well. 

Burke United Way – Getting ready to go into 1 year funding cycle.  Only partner agencies can apply for this funding. $25,000 has been designated for new programs/initiatives that are specific to impact areas. 

Homeward Bound – Gave report about individuals in program.  One person in the unit would like to move in with some family that is also in a homeless situation. 
Partners BHM - Michael reported there is going to be MH First Aid training being offered in May 1st and possibly one in June through the collaborative.  Michael will send out that information for interest.  
The Meeting Place Mission – Joe reported they are busy and full.  For the first time since Joe has been at the Meeting Place, they have been stable with not turn over.  There has been no turn over since January.  The house is really working well together to create some positive supports.  Had one family move out of the family units and they have another family going in.  A new Executive Director (Jesse Carswell) has been brought on board and Joe is now the Director of Programs.  
Legal Aid of NC – Hilary Ventura works with doing expungements of criminal records - Serves 9 surrounding counties. Trying to expand their outreach to provide services.  Their office also has navigators to assist with signing up for the Affordable Care Act. 

Burke County Public Schools – Adrian Hurst –psychologist with BCPS working with homeless families - BCPS currently have 39 families identified as homeless. Children are getting fed through the backpack program and it is doing well. The school will be losing some funding that will impact school staffing. 
Discussion about Good Samaritan Clinic going to a “Charitable Clinic” on March 1st.  $2.00 for prescription, $5.00 for visit, and $10.00 for registration (every 6 months).  The clinic will work with them if they can’t pay as well. 

	Meeting adjourned
	3:37pm - Joe reminded everyone to invite others to join our Burke Regional Committee

	Next Meeting:


	April 2, 2014 at 2:00pm at the Foothills Higher Education Center Rm 222

	Respectfully Submitted By:
	Teena Willis
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