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COMMUNITY ADVISORY NETWORK DEVELOPING ONSLOW

MINUTES

February 7, 2014

The Community Advisory Network Developing Onslow (CAN-DO) met at the Northwoods United Methodist Church on Friday, February 7, 2014. The meeting was called to order at 8:10 a.m. by CAN-DO Co-Chair Kristi Pitchford. Those in attendance were:  Amelia Grissett, Barrett Kahl, Brian Fike, Carol Elam, Chris Scott, Christy O’Daniel, Cindy Williams, Cynthia Figueroa, Dan Joy, Deandra Stills, Janice Graniero, Jason Klein, Jeffrey Sessoms, Jon Johnson, Kathleen Holbrook, Kelley Hamilton, Kristi Pitchford, Mike Fresia, Rick Moser, Susan Pridgen, Thomas Hill, and Ursulla Ingram.   

Excused absences were received from:  Christa Gunderson, Craig Wagner, Daphany Hill, Donna Grady, Gail Taylor, Harold Dunlop, Jennifer Colley, Karol Davis, Pamela Brown, Sarah McWhirter, and Trudy Murray.
INTRODUCTIONS

An introduction of members and guests was made. 

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 3, 2014
Jason Klein made the motion to approve the January 3, 2014 minutes. Kelley Hamilton seconded the motion. The motion was carried unopposed. 
UPDATES:

Emergency Solutions Grant: Theo McClammy emailed in advance to membership his report of the Emergency Solutions Grant FY 2012-2013 awarded to the Onslow Community Outreach Homeless Shelter for Rapid Re-Housing. OCO was awarded approximately $40,000.00 and $7,085 was expended from the grant funds which served a total of 12 clients. With matching grant funds required, the report showed a total reimbursement of $14,170. Deandra Stills, Shelter Manager, announced there is a possibility that the two shelter grants that help fund shelter operations will not renew this year. If not, their contingency plan is to possibly reduce shelter hours. Final decisions will be made in May or June. 
Balance of State Committee Voting Results & Solutions for Stability Program: Susan Pridgen reported that she attended training in Raleigh this week and will attend another session in Greensboro on March 8th to discuss a proposal by Balance of State to have one
centralized intake/reporting system that will show services performed for clients so that services will not be duplicated.
Susan reported that the Solutions for Stability Program is going strong, however, she needs  assistance with locating affordable housing and landlords that will allow clients with less than perfect credit to rent.  As Linda Graham with her vast knowledge of area landlords was not in attendance today, this discussion was tabled until a future meeting. 
Susan further announced that they are updating the existing 211 system with area resource information.  
Onslow County Schools: Jennifer Colley was not in attendance today, therefore, no updated information was available to share with members.
Shelter Plus Care: Brian Fike reported that the program is currently at capacity with 14 slots and 28 family members.  He is reviewing an additional family today. Brian hopes that with further grants, the program will be able to take on additional clients. He will keep us informed. 
Point in Time Count: Kristi Pitchford shared that the PIT Count was hampered by ice and snow last week; however, numbers have been gathered by various agencies and professionals. Reports will be submitted to NCCEH next week.
Veterans Stand-Down: Kelley shared that the Veterans Stand-down earlier this week was a success with 42 resources on hand and over 150 clients in attendance. Of those who attended, 31 were homeless to include 12 homeless veterans. The next Stand-down is planned for February 3, 2015.

Strokes of Hope Art Auction: The art auction will be held at 6 pm on April 4th at the Discovery Church (Lejeune Blvd) in conjunction with the United Way’s Vine and Dine event.
MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kelley Hamilton announced a Job Fair on February 27, 2014 from 9am-2:00pm to be held at the DAV Chapter 16, 300 Sherwood Road, Jacksonville NC 28540. They have over 35 employers scheduled to attend. There will also be a Dress 4 Success program for veterans planned for the latter part of March. She will keep members informed. 

Kristi Pitchford announced the Cupcake Challenge, which is a fundraiser for Volunteer Onslow, will be held tomorrow at Marine Chevrolet. 

Several issues were brought up by concerned CAN-DO members such as the need for a warming shelter and food during periods of snow and ice and showers and transportation for the homeless so that homeless people can go to job interviews and seek employment. There is a need to brainstorm solutions to the gaps that exist within our county with regard to serving the homeless. It was agreed that a brainstorming meeting will be held at a CAN-DO meeting in the near future when key members are in attendance and that discussion of service gaps should become part of the regular meeting agenda. 
There being no further business, CAN-DO adjourned at 9:15 am. Next month’s meeting will be held on Friday, March 7, 2014 at 8:00 am at Northwoods United Methodist Church.
Respectfully submitted,

Kelley Hamilton, CAN-DO Secretary
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