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COMMUNITY ADVISORY NETWORK DEVELOPING ONSLOW

MINUTES

December 6, 2013


The Community Advisory Network Developing Onslow (CAN-DO) met at Northwoods United Methodist Church on Friday, December 6, 2013. The meeting was called to order at 8:07 a.m. by CAN-DO Co-Chair Kristi Pitchford. Those in attendance were:  Amelia Grissett, Barrett Kahl, Brian Fike, Christa Gunderson, Collis Niro, Craig Wagner, Cynthia Figueroa, Dana Painter, Daphany Hill, Donna Grady, Gail Horn, Gail Taylor, James Ross, Janice Graniero, Jason Klein, Jennifer Colley, Jon Johnson, Karol Davis, Kathleen Holbrook, Kelley Hamilton, Kristi Pitchford, Linda Graham, Loretta Keelin, Pamela Brown, Susan Pridgen, Trudy Murray, Wendy Monroe and William Beasley.  

Excused absences were received from:  Christy O’Daniel, Dan Joy, Harold Dunlop and William Keller.

INTRODUCTIONS

Introductions of members and guests were made. 
REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 1, 2013

Jason Klein made the motion to approve the November meeting minutes. Kelley Hamilton seconded the motion. The motion carried unopposed. 
EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT

Craig Wagner reported that all of the 2012/2013 grant funds designated for the Solutions for Stability Program which amounted to $38,115.00, were expended and that the new grant cycle for 2013/2014 is underway. The final client count for the Solutions for Stability Program during the initial grant cycle was 17 families to include 22 adults and 44 children.  Kristi Pitchford added that the folks from DHHS who were present at the November 1, 2013 CAN-DO meeting completed a program monitoring on SFS and that all reports and feedback were positive.
There was no representation from Onslow Community Outreach today to provide the final numbers on their Emergency Solutions Grant program. This item will be tabled to the January meeting.
FAMILY ENDEAVORS PROGRAM

Barrett Kahl and Dana Painter presented on this program new to Jacksonville. The program itself is based in San Antonio, Texas and was founded in 1960. In North Carolina, the program was awarded SSVF funding to assist veterans in 41 counties with housing and preventive services. The Onslow County office serves 8 surrounding counties and plans to serve 300 individuals of which 60% are projected to be homeless; the remaining 40% will receive emergency assistance funds. Rapid Rehousing is to occur within 90 days although Barrett’s goal is for housing to occur within 2 weeks. Case management is provided by Dana for 90 days but Family Endeavors tracks the veteran for an additional 20 months. 
Barrett stated that in the past 30 days, they have served 28 individuals and worked collaboratively with other area agencies. Their program can serve felons to include sex offenders.
Barrett shared the future plans of Family Endeavors to expand its services in our area by purchasing apartment complexes to house single men and women with disabilities as well as women with disabilities who have children.  The program also plans to provide childcare and after school programs for children, a computer recycling program, job placement, a packaging company, custodial work and groundskeeping. Karol Davis remarked that several of the planned programs mimic what already exists and is currently being provided in our community. She suggested that Family Endeavors partner with local agencies to exercise interagency collaboration.
PRECISION HEALTHCARE PRESENTATION

William Beasley shared the services provided by his agency which is housed at 165 Center Street in Jacksonville (above CoastalCare). He sees a lot of homeless people in his programs to include veterans, singles and families. Precision Healthcare treats clients who have substance abuse and mental health issues. They provide partial hospitalization, intensive outpatient, daily groups, vocational assessments and links to other agencies. Additionally, they offer Intensive In-Home Services to children. They can assist those without insurance. The agency number is 910-238-2744 ext. 100. William can be reached at ext. 130.
PROGRAM UPDATES

SOLUTIONS FOR STABILTY: Susan Pridgen reported that the program is going strong with 22 families currently housed representing 29 adults and 53 children. Referrals continue to be received.
ONSLOW COUNTY SCHOOLS: Jennifer Colley announced that 249 school-aged children have been identified as homeless since the beginning of the school year (8-27-13). This represents an increase of 56 children since the November CAN-DO meeting. The reasons for homeless status are as follows: 3 were displaced by fires; 6 were runaways; 58 were victims of child abuse/domestic violence; 34 were kicked out or abandoned; 60 experienced economic hardship; 72 were evicted or foreclosed upon; and 16 lived in condemned or unfit housing.
SHELTER PLUS CARE: Brian Fike announced that 11 slots are currently filled and they are processing 5 additional slots. Brian provided Targeted Housing training at CoastalCare earlier this week and trained 10 additional community agencies to become referral sources.
FAMILY PROMISE PROGRAM: Kristi Pitchford announced that the Cardboard Box City fundraiser and homeless awareness campaign netted $3400.00 and the requested financial support to the Solutions for 
Stability Program was provided. She added that the Family Promise Program has been “stuck” at 9 churches for awhile so it will undergo a period of restructuring in the hopes of attracting additional community and faith-based participants, thus lending to an increased opportunity for leveraging more resources. 

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

Craig Wagner announced that the Strokes of Hope Art Fundraiser will be held in conjunction with the United Way’s Taste of the Town scheduled for March 15, 2014 at the American Legion Post on Broadhurst Road. Additional overhead costs will be avoided by combining the two events. Craig advised that donations of art are needed. Gail Taylor offered to post on the Onslow Council for the Arts newsletter.
Kristi Pitchford announced that the Point in Time Count Subcommittee will meet next Friday, December 13th at 8:15 am. Those volunteering to serve on the subcommittee are Brian Fike, Jason Klein, James Ross, Jon Johnson, Kelley Hamilton, Trudy Murray, Carol Elan and Kathleen Holbrook. The PIT Count will be held January 29 - 30, 2014. Sign-ups for event volunteers will occur at the January CAN-DO meeting. Jason offered for the VA-Fayetteville to provide additional assistance.

Kelley Hamilton reminded members that the Veterans Stand-down will be held the week after the PIT Count on February 4, 2014.  A Sock Drive is underway to request donations of brand new socks. A storage unit was donated to store all of the items leading up to the Stand-down. 
MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kelley Hamilton announced the NC Grant for Back to School which provides free tuition, books and certifications to veterans without regard to income. Most of the offered classes are medical based although there are some other classes being offered.

Kelley Hamilton and Gail Horn shared the success story of a veteran who was served at the Cold Weather Giveaway and attended the Job Fair. He went from staying at the OCO shelter to being employed at CCCC and housed. 
Daphany Hill, Executive Director of Eastern Carolina Human Services Agency (ECHSA), announced that her agency received the same SSVP grant through the VA as did the Family Endeavors Program.  They will assist 150 homeless and in need veterans in Onslow, Duplin and Pender Counties with the plan to spend $1500 per veteran. The ECHSA program is entitled Supportive Services for Veteran Families and is administered by Trudy Murray. Daphany stated that ECHSA has been operating since 1964 and administers myriad programs to include Section 8 Housing, Family Self Sufficiency and a 5 Star Childcare 
Center. They have a great relationship with area landlords and currently have 439 landlords in their database. Daphany stated that they are not in competition with Family Endeavors and had a conference call to delineate service provision in our area. Karol Davis remarked that ECHSA will not serve sex offenders and drug felons which is a problem when seeking housing for the homeless. Daphany and Linda Graham both replied that HUD rules prevent serving these populations. They invited Karol to come to their upcoming community meeting to discuss this particular barrier.
A lively discussed ensued regarding the gaps in services that exist within our community regarding serving homeless felons. Kristi Pitchford agreed to put this topic on a future meeting agenda to allow for the membership to network and brainstorm possible solutions.

Pamela Brown announced that 3 North Carolinians have died from the flu this season and encouraged everyone to get a flu shot at the Onslow County Health Department. New versions of the flu shot exist this year.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 am. The next meeting of CAN-DO will be held Friday, January 3, 2014 at 8:00 am at Northwoods United Methodist Church.  
Respectfully Submitted,
Kathleen Holbrook, CAN-DO Co-Chair
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