Stanly County Task Force to End Homelessness

First Quarterly Meeting

February 13, 2013

Agenda

Welcome – Skeet Ayscue

Introductions 

Presentation of results:  Point-in-Time Count (Jan. 30-31)


Diane McClinton – Community Inn Director, Homes of Hope

Salem Taylor – Program Director, Homes of Hope

Questions

Next Meeting – Wednesday, May 8, 10 AM in DSS Conference Room

2013 Point In Time Count for Stanly County
Background

Beginning as early as November 16, our region began to prepare for the 2013 Point-in-Time (PIT) count for Stanly County.  The 2012 PIT was coordinated by the City of Albemarle, Department of Public Housing.  At the November 16, Stanly County Task Force meeting, Homes of Hope, Inc. was given the task for 2013, and the new Director of Emergency Housing, the Community Inn, Diane M. McClinton, was appointed to lead the 2013 PIT team.

From early discussions with the 2012 PIT lead agency Staff and Homes of Hope, Inc. staff,  two goals were identified for the 2013 PIT count.  Our first goal was to increase significantly the “unsheltered” count, and  the second goal was to increase the partner agencies, etc. to participate in the count in our County.   

Increasing The “Unsheltered” Count

After contacting many prospective “partners” throughout the County, the 2013 PIT team identified five strategic areas to set-up stations on January 31 where PIT Surveys could be completed.  The five areas identified were:

· Badin

· New London

· Norwood

· Albemarle

· Oakboro

 Up to two days prior to the count, team members visited each site to saturate the areas with comprehensive fliers communicating our purpose for the 2013 PIT Count.   We also believed that an even greater lure would be the “freebies” offered to anyone who was eligible to complete a survey.  

Increasing The Partner Agencies, etc.

Reaching out to a number of likely and unlikely partners this year we believed could result in better “unsheltered” numbers.  At our January 16, PIT team meeting we identified assistance from:

· Influential leaders, i.e. Debbie Bennett

· DSS, the Red Cross and our local school district; 

· The local library or coffee shops

· The “Guest” at The Community Inn

Surveying the “Homeless” (Unlikely partners)

A survey was developed for the “sheltered” Guests of the Community Inn.  On January 15, survey was conducted and the results allowed the 2013 PIT Team to identify specified areas in our community to target or inquire about the unsheltered homeless on the day of the count.  As a result, a “tent city” was identified in our area which added ten surveys to our 2013 PIT Count!
Total Sheltered Homeless: 33 individuals

Source: Community Inn, Esther House and transitional housing

Demographics: 13 men, 13 women, 10 children (7 households with children)

17 Caucasian, 15 African American, 1 Latino

Average length of homelessness as of January 30th: 3 ½ months
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Needs

· Housing assistance/low income housing (9)

· Job Training/Employment Assistance (9)

· Health Insurance (6)

· ID Card Assistance (5)

· Medical Treatment (4)

· Childcare (3)

· Legal Services (3)

· Food Assistance (2)

· Mental Health Services (2)

· Disability Services (2)

· Food Assistance (2)

Total Unsheltered Homeless: 33 individuals

Source: Surveys completed by homeless individuals and by third-party input (people aware of someone homeless) 

Data provided by Stanly County DSS, Community Care Clinic, Stanly County Schools and community outreach events, especially Community Table sites.

Demographics: 27 men, 3 women, 3 children (2 households with children)

17 Caucasian, 14 African American, 2 Native American

7 Veterans

Average length of homelessness as of January 30th: 1 Year or more
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Needs

· Substance Abuse Treatment (6)

· Food Assistance (6)

· Mental Health Services (5)

· Health Insurance (5)

· Disability Services (5)

· Housing Assistance (4)

· Medical Treatment/ID Card Assistance or Childcare 

Other Info:

We received less survey input about needs from unsheltered homeless, so accurate assessment about their needs is more difficult. 

We also received surveys from 11 people who considered themselves homeless but either slept with friends/family or hotel the night of Jan. 30th 

We currently have 12 applications (from families with children) for transitional housing who are homeless but living with friends/relatives or are facing eviction.

All unsheltered homeless were unemployed, although 14 cited it as their main cause of homelessness.

Summary

Based on our experiences working with the homeless in Stanly County, our Point In Time Count seems to be a fairly accurate snapshot of the demographics, causes and needs in this community. The majority of sheltered homeless and “unofficial” homeless (sleeping doubled-up in someone else’s house) are female single parent families, often victims of domestic violence. Most are employed, but do not earn enough to afford average rent and utility expenses. The next largest percentage of sheltered homeless are unemployed single men, often without transportation or job training resources. 

Unsheltered homeless are also present in our community, although not as visible as in urban areas. Many sleep in tents in wooded or rural areas, some in vacant houses or storage units, and a few in vehicles or buildings not fit for habitation. 

Our goal for future Point In Time Count efforts are to modify the Demographic and Needs Survey to better fit the common factors in our county, as well as try to identify the types of places people are sleeping beyond “streets/outdoors”.  We also hope to lessen the stigma of homelessness and stimulate more open discussion about the issue in Stanly County in hopes of expanding local resources.

Documents Available Upon Request (Emailed)

1.  Sheltered & Unsheltered Survey Results (4)

2.  2013 PIT News release, SNAP Article, January 24, 2013

3.  Fliers (2)

4.  The Community Inn Guest Survey Results
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