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HOUSING SUPPORT COMMITTEE MEETING

“Southeastern” Regional Committee

NC Balance of State Continuum of Care
Meeting Minutes from September 18, 2013
In Attendance:

Ellen Blackman, Eastpointe (speaker phone)
Rhoda Emanuel, Eastpointe

Robby Hall, Scotland DSS

Barbie Hunt, Robeson County CDC

Janet Miller, Bladen DSS

Introductions:

The meeting was called to order by Rhoda Emanuel and attendee introductions were made.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:

The minutes from the August 15, 2013 meeting were reviewed and approved by committee.
BoS Steering Committee Meeting Updates from 9-3-2013
Rhoda presented a brief summary of the Balance of State and the COC Steering Committee meeting.  The State ESG office is reviewing ESG applications.  On August 23, HUD opened CoC registration.  NCCEH is working with grantees and the HUD field office on the Grant Inventory Worksheet.  NC BOS has paid CHIN license fees for all existing CHIN users within Balance of State through June 20, 2014.  Regional committees are expected to elect a Regional Lead and Alternate.  Leads and Alternate are expected to submit a Conflict of Interest form.  Rhoda reported that she had submitted a Conflict of Interest form to BoS.
REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF LETTER OF CONCERN TO STATE OF NC:
Rhoda presented each attendee with copy of the letter of concern addressed to the State of NC outlining the Southeastern Committee’s concerns about the ESG funding allocation and award process.  Rhoda and Ellen stated that the letter is up for review and will be emailed to committee members.  Ellen shared that she had approached Martha Are and Amy Cole on behalf of Downeast and Southeastern Committees requesting a meeting to discuss funding concerns.  Committee approved motion to require feedback and comments about letter be received by October 10, 2013.  Janet Miller reported that she would like to share the letter of concern with others in Bladen County.  Rhoda stated that she would share letter via email.  Committee approved decisions regarding letter by vote.  Motion carried.
PLANNING AND STRATEGY FOR ESG APPICATIONS 2014:

Rhoda shared that she had printed copies of the 2013 ESG application to distribute to committee members who would like to start planning for the coming year.  Robbie Hall requested that an official invitation be extended to the Downeast Committee for the purpose of creating a unified financial strategy to address concerns with ESG funding and allocation.  Committee approved by vote.  Motion carried.

DISCUSSION OF COMBINING OCTOBER MEETING WITH DOWNEAST COMMITTEE:
Ellen invited Southeastern Committee to join Downeast Committee for their October meeting for the purpose of meeting with Cory Root from BoS.  This meeting will define and educate members on the role and purpose of BoS.  Committee approved motion to join meetings by video teleconference on October 9 at 11:30 am.  Robbie Hall of Scotland County DSS requested and additional meeting to discuss unifying financial strategies to improve the funding process for both committees.  Rhoda stated that she would arrange for room and teleconference by video link.  Committee approved by vote.  Motion Carried.
UPDATES FROM EACH AGENCY:
Ellen reported that ESG awards will be out by September 20, and contracts will be out by September 30, 2013.  Robbie Hall reported that Federal Food and Nutrition programs will be cut and reduced permanently beginning in the month of November.  Federal food and nutrition is reducing funding to schools, shelters, food bank and food stamps.  Robby Hall and Janet Miller reported that Energy Crisis Funds have been cut by 1/3.  Janet Miller reported that the Bladen County prison camp is closing and the ESC office may close.  Robbie Hall reported that the Scotland County prison is closing.  Committee discussed the additional strain that these closings and cuts will have on low income people and working families.
ADJOURNMENT:
The next meeting is scheduled for October 9, 2013 at 11:30 am at Eastpointe of Lumberton.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:30.  Committee approved by vote.  Motion carried.
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