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	Committee Name:
	Housing Visions 

	Date:
	June 6, 2013

	Time:
	12:00 pm

	Meeting Place:
	Catawba County United Way

	Members Present:
	Cheryl Abee, Jennifer Clark, Jennie Connor, James Franklin, Wanda Horvath, Barbara Huffman, Gary Lee, Tu Moffat, Renee Neal, Rick Oxford, Anne Peele, Michael Smith, Teena Willis

	Agenda Item #2:

Review of Minutes 

	Minutes from the May meeting were approved with a motion from Rick Oxford seconded by Jennie Connor.

	Agenda Item #3:

Balance of State
	Committee Reports

BOS Regional Subcommittee – Teena Willis reported the following:

- the Subcommittee will meet June 25th, Teena and Jennie will be attending.

Rapid Re-housing – Teena Willis reported the following:

- The NC Coalition to End Homelessness has a new Director, Corey Root.  Teena talked with her about the local continuum, the Point In Time Count, the Hunger and Homelessness events as well as the great collaborative effort that goes on in Catawba County.  She learned that on Subcommittee calls, scoring is based on participation by each agency.  Everyone whose agency works in a particular area has to be in on the quarterly calls.  

Unaccompanied Youth – No report.  Vickie Toepper will not be attending meetings until school begins in the Fall.

 Supportive Housing – Teena Willis reported the following:

- A meeting with Lutheran Services of the Carolinas took place May 23rd.  They are excited about coming back to Catawba County and are looking to help fund some existing services, grow some services and help with special groups.  There was then quite a bit of discussion regarding what type of funding can be used for prevention of homelessness vs permanent housing.  HUD money may be used for prevention but Balance of State’s preference is for permanent housing.  The group agreed there are a lot of residents who get evicted and there’s no money to help them get back on their feet.  Teena said rapid re-housing funds should assist with the after-effects of an eviction, but those dollars are basically exhausted at this point.


	Agenda Item #4

	The ESG meeting is planned for June 26th at 10am at Eastern Catawba Cooperative Christian Ministry in Newton.  There has to be a fiscal agent to manage the fund.  Bob Silber has agreed to do this if needed.  Anyone else interested in serving as the fiscal agent or interested in administration, case management, etc. needs to be at the meeting on the 26th.

	Agenda Item #5
ICare Tour 
	The ICare Tour is scheduled for 6/21/13 with departure set from St. Luke’s Methodist Church at 7:45 a.m. returning at 3:45 p.m.  There is still a need for 3 vans (12-15 passengers) and drivers for transportation. 

	Agency Updates
	· Michael Smith reminded the group that there is a Collaborative meeting the 2nd Thursday of each month on the first floor of the First Plaza building to discuss mental health issues.
· Renee Neal mentioned the Suicide Prevention Training scheduled for Friday, June 14th from 8:30am-3:30pm at CVCC.  Participants will receive breakfast and lunch for a cost of $25. The training provides 6 hours or .6 CEU’s.

· Jennie Connor mentioned that furniture is available for those moving into new housing, contact Gerry Knox at United Way for more information.

· James Franklin said that Exodus has an abundance of clothing that has been donated.  They will be giving these items away either Saturday, June 22nd or Saturday, June 29th.  Call James at 828-962-8199.  They also have high-end furniture that has been donated to them, he would really like to see someone in need receive this.  James also mentioned that “Prodigal Sons & Daughters” are available to sing at events – they also share their testimonies about being homeless.

· Rick Oxford reminded the group that the Unifour Consortium Fund is available to help low-income first-time home buyers.  WPCOG also has a foreclosure prevention program as well.

· Renee added that, starting in August, JobLink will have weekly workshops – one will feature an employer panel that will tell attendees what they’re looking for in potential employees. Another workshop deals with soft-skills workforce development.

	
	Following a discussion of seasonal homelessness, the group talked about looking at a summer Point In Time Count, possibly the last Wednesday of July (7/31/13).  This would help determine if there is an increase in the homeless population during the summer and pinpoint where the increase is coming from.
 

	Next Meeting:


	The next meeting of the CoC will be July 11, 2013 at 12 noon at Catawba County United Way



	Respectfully Submitted By:
	Cheryl Abee
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