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	Committee Name:
	Housing Visions 

	Date:
	February 14, 2013

	Time:
	12:00 pm

	Meeting Place:
	Catawba County United Way

	Members Present:
	Andie Brymer, Jennifer Clark, James Franklin, Tami Hefner, Barbara Huffman, Gary Lee, Sylvia Long, Larry McMullen, Jack McConnell, James Starkey, Vicki Toepper, and Teena Willis

	Agenda Item #2:

Review of Minutes 

	Minutes from the January meeting were approved with a motion from Larry McMullen and a second by Vickie Toepper.  

	Agenda Item #3
Balance of State
	Committee Reports

The Regional Subcommittee 
      COC Application Overview - Teena reported that the CoC application has been sent in.   $5,335,000 was applied for across the state.  
       New Performance Goals – Teena noted that with new applications the length of stay at emergency shelters, shelter plus care would be examined.  As well as connecting people to resources (i.e. food stamps, health services, childcare, etc.)
      BoS Subcommittee Times and Changes  - 
The group was reminded of the following BoS Subcommittee times and changes as well as noted participants.

· Rapid Re-housing – BoS - March 12 @ 10:30 a.m. – Casey McCall               
March, June, September & December (quarterly)

· Permanent Support Housing – BoS – February 12 @ 10:30 a.m. – Karen Wray - No one was on call to give any reports.

             February, May, August & November (quarterly)

· CHIN Committee & Data Quality – BoS- March 25 @ 10:30 a.m. – Rev. Bob Silber – March, May, August, & November (quarterly)
· Food Policy Council – Rev. Bob Silber – no report.

· Unaccompanied Youth – Vickie Toepper reported that there were 12 unaccompanied youth for the year.  Six are now gone, dropped out of schools and there is no information as to their current status.

· Supportive Housing – Tami Hefner reported on a call several weeks ago with Lutheran Services Carolina noting that they are interested in expanding.  Mr. Ted Goins, President Lutheran Services and social worker will be on hand March 5, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. to provide additional information.  Tami encouraged all available to attend this discussion.
The group also discussed Lutheran Home West’s upcoming move and how that building might be used going forward. It was noted that the lack of an adequate sprinkler system would be an area of concern.   Supportive housing could expand programs to make more units available however, restrictions do apply and that what is currently available in Catawba County did not comply.  Teena commented that HUD had granted NC $12M and was of the largest recipients.

	Agenda Item #4
Point In Time Count
	Teena provided a spreadsheet reflecting the preliminary number from the PIT count to the group as 268. She did, however, remind the group that these were preliminary and that those individuals who were staying with friends/family were not listed but will be added in for our purposes only since they do not meet HUD’s definition of homeless.  Several items of note were:  The 53 identified as “street homeless” included Grace House (their first year) and that 44 of these were men, 9 were women and one person admitted having HIV.   Exodus Homes numbers were lower than last year due to the fact they had downsized their number of units.  Flynn Home is no longer counted because it is considered a treatment facility.  Teena added that she is still waiting on surveys.
Vickie Toepper reported that students in Catawba County Schools system who were surveyed responded positively and that Hickory and Newton-Conover systems should come on board as well.

	 Agenda Item #5

Agency Updates/Discussion                 
	Group Discussions  - The following were specific items of group discussion.

The group discussed the lack of housing available for the homeless in Catawba County, a question came up regarding the old Howard Johnson’s hotel on Hwy 70 and how it might be utilized.  A question was raised as to there being any grants available for a project such as this.  

Jack McConnell commented that the City is not supportive at all of Grace House’s current location downtown and that the realtor across the street has continuously complained.  The group questioned whether the crime rate in the City had increased/decreased since Grace House opened.  Gary Lee was asked to research this and report back to the group.  It was mentioned that street soliciting has decreased.
I-Care Tour – Teena reported that last year’s I-Care Tour was a huge success and was being planned again for this year, possibly May.  The group discussed the need for volunteers and that Amanda Freedland has been working on a planning kit.  Any agencies are interested in being on the tour contact Amanda at afreedland@catawbacountync.gov or 828/695-5648.

Veterans Stand Down – Jim Starkey reminded the group of the upcoming Veterans Stand Down at the American Legion Fairgrounds on April 26.  He reported that the Dental School at CVCC is pre-screening vets who may need dental services at the Stand Down and that they are being triaged prior to April 26.  For more information, contact Jim Starkey or Larry McMillan.

Jim also told the group that they have 14,440 pairs of tube socks to be given to any vets and/or VA hospitals.  Requests should be sent to Jim.
Shelter Plus Care Candidates - Teena asked that the group review three possible candidates for the Shelter Plus Care program.  After discussion, the group approved one candidate at this time with recommendations for the other two.  Due to confidentiality, no names are listed in minutes.  


	Next Meeting:


	The next meeting of the CoC will be March 14, 2013  at 12 noon at Catawba County United Way

	Respectfully Submitted By:
	Sylvia Long
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