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                   COMMUNITY ADVISORY NETWORK DEVELOPING ONSLOW

                                                                  MINUTES

                                                        November 2, 2012


The Community Advisory Network Developing Onslow (CAN-DO) met at the Northwoods United Methodist Church on Friday, October 5, 2012. The meeting was called to order at 8:10 a.m. by CAN-DO Co-Chair Kristi Pitchford.  Those in attendance were:  Angela Keith, Brent Baranski, Collis Niro, Craig Wagner, Cynthia Figueroa, Erica Yates, Harold Dunlop, James Ross, Jennifer Colley, Karin Hudson, Kathleen Holbrook, Kelley Hamilton, Kristi Pitchford, Laura McKinney, Naomi Davis and Rick Moser. 
Excused absences were received from:  Bill Keller, Donna Grady, JanDe Vaughn, Jon Johnson, Junie Christian, Lauren Welch, Pam Brown, Patrick Kelly, Peggy Bayless and Tim Parkhurst.
INTRODUCTIONS

Introductions of members and guests were made. 
REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 5, 2012

Craig Wagner made a motion to approve the minutes. Cynthia Figueroa seconded the motion. The motion carried.

CAN-DO GOVERNANCE
Craig Wagner distributed the newly revised Operating Principles document and reviewed each item. Revisions were noted in red font. Given the number of grants for which CAN-DO is applying, we need to formalize membership, voting rights, etc.  The Operating Principles have been in effect for more than one year but we will be closely following them now, especially attendance. Members need to be present for at least half of the meeting to be counted as present. Members can have an excused absence if they email one of the co-chairs in advance that they will not be in attendance at the meeting. The section on voting rights was removed as this was addressed in the previous section under membership. One of the co-chairs will be allowed to vote on issues; the other co-chair can vote only in the case of a tie. Membership needs to elect a new secretary next month as ours has been gone for a few months and one of the co-chairs has been covering this role. The secretary occupies an officer position. There are 3 officers: the 2 co-chairs and the secretary. There was discussion of duties put upon the 2 co-chairs and membership needing to step up to assist by chairing committees, etc. Finally, the meeting day and time had been changed in the Operating Principles from Thursday to Friday to accommodate HUD/Section 8 Housing but there has been no representation at meetings of late so we need to determine why. Craig Wagner agreed to make the necessary amendments to the Operating Principles document and distribute at next month’s meeting.
POINT IN TIME COUNT SUBCOMMITTEE

The subcommittee consisting of Cynthia Figueroa, Karin Hudson, Kristi Pitchford, Peggy Bayless, Dan Joy, Angela Keith, David Graves, Christy O’Daniel, Kelley Hamilton and chaired by Kathleen Holbrook will meet on Friday, November 30th at 8:30 am. Pastor Rick Moser offered the church to meet. Kristi announced that she is already working with JPD’s community officers to get contact information for homeless people so that we can track their whereabouts in January. Kristi has the after action report from 2012’s PIT Count from which she will share recommendations for 2013. BSW students from UNCW will help with the PIT Count in January and Stand down in February.
SOLUTION-FOCUSED COORDINATOR POSITION

The position has been posted and was also sent out to CAN-DO membership. Two applications have been received thus far. It would be ideal to have someone on board by December 1, 2012 as HMIS training will be held on December 2, 2012. The interviewing panel will be composed of some CAN-DO members.

FUNDRAISING SUBCOMMITTEE

Jennifer Colley announced that the Art Show and SOUPer Bowl event will be held March 1 and 2, 2013 at the USO. Volunteers will be needed.

ONSLOW COUNTY SCHOOLS

Jennifer Colley announced that 171 students have been identified as homeless thus far this school year. Of those, 9 were due to house fires; 3 runaways; 43 due to domestic violence/child abuse/kinship care; 20 were kicked out; 11 due to condemned/unfit housing; 37 due to economic hardship and 43 were evicted.  It was requested of Jennifer that the school system start tracking the other homeless members of the family and whether any are veterans in order to gain a more accurate picture of homelessness in Onslow County. She agreed.

SHELTER PLUS CARE

Angela Keith reported that 6 of the 10 slots are currently filled. Four people were actively searching although two slots expired after 60 days of searching so those two are currently vacant. Angela added that she recently completed a pre-application for 10 additional slots designated for veterans with a disability. The VA (Jeanne Marshall) recommended this given the large veterans population within Onslow County. Angela mentioned that she is considering contracting out the Shelter PLUS Care Program.

SHELTER PLUS CARE

Cardboard Box City will be held at Trinity United Methodist Church on Friday, November 16, 2012. Naomi Davis, a BSW student in attendance today, stated the UNCW Social Work Club plans to participate. Pastor Rick Moser announced that the Family Promise Program should soon be up and running as churches continue to pledge support.

VETERANS STAND DOWN

This event will be held on February 5, 2013 from 1000-1600 at the American Legion building. Kelley Hamilton is coordinating the event and stated that they are collecting socks, t-shirts and boxers. Kelley is accepting donations of goods as they have a storage place. No monetary donations have been requested this year. Several vendors have committed to the provision of services and area vet organizations have been requested to donate food e.g. protein bars, bottled water and clothes.
FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT CENTER

Craig Wagner stated that the United Way has partnered with the Benefit Bank to provide a two day training scheduled for December 6 and 7, 2012. Volunteers will be trained on Day One to take applications for SNAP, Food 
Stamps, Medicaid, TANF, prescription assistance, etc. Day Two will be devoted to tax preparation.  Volunteers must bring a laptop with them. Wi Fi will be provided. This financial literacy training will allow us to track outcomes such as number of applications received, money saved, etc.

MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Karin Hudson announced that Christmas Cheer started accepting applications on 10-23-12. Applications are accepted on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the former Piggly Wiggly in New River. Clients will need to provide identification for themselves and all children for whom they are applying, proof of address, and proof of income. Volunteers will be needed to assist.

Karin further announced that the CITGO Fuel Contest is underway and that supporters need to email in their votes. One vote per email address per day is allowed. Last year, the soup kitchen won $5000.00 in gas cards to fuel the soup vans.

Karin stated that the volunteers crocheting the plastic sleeping mats for the PIT Count and Veterans Stand down have completed 38 mats thus far. Volunteers to crochet mats are needed. Karin plans to have an appreciation lunch in February to thank the volunteers.

Karin advised that Oktoberfest, the annual fundraiser for Onslow Community Outreach, was cancelled due to inclement weather on October 27, 2012. This is a huge loss and will affect the soup kitchen, the caring clinic and the shelter.
Kelley Hamilton announced that a Veterans Job Fair will be held on November 14th from 1000-1600 at the DAV on Sherwood Road. Workshops will be held on November 6th.
Collis Niro requested rent assistance for one of his clients, a female veteran. Laura McKinney mentioned the Disabled Veteran National Foundation can provide a $1000.00 scholarship. Angela Keith added that CoastalCare has a $675.00 housing subsidy available to those with disabilities who are receiving supportive services. They must sign an agreement to re-pay the money but it can be a small payment e.g. $20.00 per month.

There being no further business, CAN-DO adjourned at 9:35 am. Next month’s meeting will be held on December 7, 2012.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Holbrook
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