Minutes from ARMM Regional Committee

Tuesday May 17, 2011
Southern Pines Housing Authority, Moore County
In Attendance:
Chair: Tim Emmert, Moore County Planning Department
Members: Donna McCormick, Sandhills Center LME; Jennifer King, Moore County DSS; Juliet McMillian, Southern Pines Housing Authority; Kelly Hutchinson, R.E.F.O.R.M.; Phil Hewitt, Sandhills LME; Susan Bellew, Family Promise of Moore County; Wanda Feldt, citizen member; Kishia Dunlap, Anson County DSS; Anne Friesen, Friend to Friend; Tina Kissell, Moore County Schools; Betty Perkins, Hoke County; Martha Beatty, Hoke County.
Call to Meeting:
Tim Emmert called meeting to order and welcomed members. 

Introduction of members and agencies present.
The March minutes were recommended for approval.  Motion to approve was offered and carried.
Old Business:

a. BoS/CoC steering committee update

Wanda Feldt presented an update from the May BoS/CoC Steering Committee. She updated members on the continued wait for more information regarding HEARTH implementation.  Ms. Feldt added that Sandhills Community Action Program (SCAP) was required to submit a quarterly report on March 21st but the report had not been submitted as of May 3rd.  The question was also raised whether SCAP had submitted their notice of intent to apply for funding.  It was noted that the entire Balance of State could lose points on its application if agencies are not responsive in their reporting.
Tim indicated he would follow-up with SCAP and would submit questions to them and make members aware of the questions that were asked.

Wanda reported that the North Carolina Coalition to End Homelessness (NCCEH) is available to speak with groups like ARMM about funding.  NCCEH is also providing technical assistance to grantees and is creating an FAQ for those unfamiliar with the Balance of State (BoS)/Continuum of Care (CoC) process.

b. PIT Count update

Tim indicated that numbers have been released for statewide data but not data relevant to our particular group.  Tim indicated he would inquire further with NCCEH.
c. Presentation (Juliet McMillan – Governor’s Crime Commission)

Presentation was set aside for next month.

d. Informal counts of the homeless (Richmond, Moore)

Tina Kissel reported a count of 35 adults and 212 children in April 2011.  Susan Bellew noted that DPI’s definition of homelessness is different from HUD’s definition.  Tim indicated that Paulett Wall had reported 14 total persons homeless for Richmond County.  He added that the numbers for the schools were not part of this assessment and that several agencies had indicated to Paulett that they were going to start accounting for homeless persons in the coming months.
Anne Friesen asked whether we can get funding to expand shelter services.  Tim mentioned NCHFA’s Supportive Housing Development loans as one possibility.  Tim indicated he would check to see whether an NCHFA representative would be willing to visit and speak with our group.

New Business

a. Meeting times and methods

Open floor.  Comments included that many cannot use Skype.  Susan mentioned “gotomeeting.com” as an option.  Tim will look at that service

Tim suggested that we meet every month from June through September at regular time (9:30 on every third Tuesday.)  No opposition was voiced to this suggestion.  Tim stated he would seek to secure space for these meetings.

b. Update from SCAP on transitional housing and S+C 
Subrina Hough submitted the following numbers for transitional housing and Shelter plus Care to Tim Emmert by e-mail:






April

Rockingham/Richmond:  

2 vacancies

Pinebluff/ Moore:            

2 vacancies


Anson:

                

1 vacancy (presently full)

Shelter Plus Care (all months)
No vacancy
Anne and Susan indicated they were confused by these numbers because they had referred clients to SCAP’s transitional housing only to be told there were no vacancies.  Tim mentioned he would ask SCAP to see if staff was monitoring vacancies on a regular basis.

Tim noted that HUD has indicated in recent correspondence that CoC funding would become more competitive for new projects in coming years.  Anne asked what would make applications approved by ARMM more competitive.  Tim indicated he would pose this question to NCCEH.  Anne indicated she would also like to know more about funding for transitional housing.

Susan mentioned that Family Promise of Moore County is developing its own transitional housing based on a rental/lease with the client.  Susan also mentioned that Caring for Moore has identified a building in Moore County that can be used for the purpose of developing a homeless shelter.  The group dedicated to that project, Caring for Moore, is focusing on private funding to achieve its goal.

Motion to adjourn was made and carried.

Meeting Adjourned.
