Minutes from ARMM Regional Committee

Tuesday January 18, 2011
RCC Cole Auditorium, Richmond County
In Attendance:

Secretary: Michelle Bauer, The Arc of Moore County
Members: Cherri Mercer, The Arc of Moore County; Debbie Canfield, Daymark, Anson County; Donna McCormick, Sandhills Center LME; Juliet McMillian, Southern Pines Housing Authority; Kelly Cunningham, New Horizons; Kelly Hutchinson, R.E.F.O.R.M.; Michelle Parrish, United Way of Richmond County; Nina Walker, SCAP; Paulette Wall, Richmond County Schools; Relena Hair, Monarch; Shirley Williams, Southern Pines Housing Authority; Subrina Hough, SCAP; Susan Bellew, Family Promise of Moore County; Wanda Feldt, Sandhills Center LME; 
Call to Meeting:
Michelle Parrish filled in as Chair for Tim Emmert.

She called meeting to order and welcomed members. 

Introduction of members and agencies present.
The November minutes were recommended for approval.  Motion to approve was offered and carried.
Old Business:

a. BoS/CoC steering committee update

Wanda Feldt presented an update from the BoS/CoC Steering Committee on January 7th. She reviewed the dates for the Permanent Housing, Transitional Housing and Families Committee Quarterly meetings for 2011. 
Permanent Housing- Feb 15, May 17, Aug 16, Nov 15
Transitional Housing- Feb 8, May 10, Aug 9, Nov 8

Families- Feb 22, May 24, Aug 23, Nov 22

Also, everyone who participates in the Balance of State must complete a BoS Participant form. There have been new questions added, so all agencies need to complete this for 2011. The form is available to fill out online at www.ncceh.org/forms/25/BoSParticipants/
There are no updates on the applications for new funding or the renewals.  It still looks as though they both will be fully funded.

b. PIT Count discussion

Susan Bellew reported that she participated in a HUD training recently and there is a big emphasis this year on counting unsheltered individuals and also on counting unsheltered youth.  HUD will not require counts this year on imminently or precariously housed individuals. The PIT count will start at 6:00 pm January 26th and end at 6:00 pm January 27th.  The point people assigned to each county will be responsible for contacting agencies/places that may come in contact with homeless individuals to give them the forms to complete on that day.  The point people for each county are: Donna McCormick (Anson), Linda McPhatter (Richmond), Carol Albright (Montgomery), and Susan Bellew (Moore).  The PIT forms need to be completed and turned in to point people as quickly as possible after PIT date because they are due back to NCCEH by February 24th.  Susan also has flyers that can be posted anywhere there may be homeless individuals.  These counts are very important to accessing funding for our area.  The numbers from the count will be available at the February meeting.  Also, the demographic PIT form is optional.
No additional Old Business.

New Business:
a. Funding Research presentations
Reports on funding resources were given as follows:

1) Emergency Solutions- Susan Bellew

Susan reported that the Emergency Solutions Shelter Grant is funding for domestic violence shelter, emergency shelter or transitional housing.  The grant is currently the same as it has been for the last few years, but may change as a result of the HEARTH Act and the new definition of homelessness.  To access the grant you go online to the Office of Economic Opportunity and look for Emergency Shelter Grant.  There are some requirements to apply for this grant, i.e. you have to be a part of CHIN.  The application is due in February and can be accessed online.  

2) PATH- Jennifer King

Jennifer King was not present, presentation was tabled for February meeting.

3) SOAR- Wanda Feldt

Wanda reported that SOAR is not a funding resource but a training resource.  It stands for SSI/SSDI Outreach Access and Recovery.  It is a two day training that informs case managers on how to assist the homeless population with completing SSI/SSDI applications.  They will have their next training in Raleigh on January 24-25th. The cost for the training is very reasonable.  The contact for SOAR training is Emily Carmody, NCCEH, (919)755-4394, Emily@ncceh.org. They host the training a few times per year. Success rates for case managers assisting with these applications are very high.

4) HHS- Paulette Wall

Paulette reported that this resource is the same as Emergency Solutions.  By going to the NCDHHS website you will find the Emergency Solutions grant under the Office of Economic Development.

5) Governor’s Crime Commission- Linda McPhatter

Linda was not present, presentation was tabled for February meeting.

b. Re-election of regional committee chair
Wanda currently serves as the lead for the Balance of State Steering Committee.  She is willing to continue on in this role.  Motion to nominate Wanda Feldt as Regional Committee Chair was made. Motion to approve was offered and carried. 
c. Update from SCAP on transitional housing and S+C for November and December
Subrina Hough reported the following numbers for transitional housing and Shelter plus Care for November and December (the numbers were the same):

Rockingham/Richmond:  5 Occupants                               3 vacancies


Pinebluff/ Moore:            8 Occupants                               1 vacancy


Anson:

                10 Occupants

        no vacancy


Shelter Plus Care
    1 Occupant 


        no vacancy
The floor was opened for additional questions/comments/discussion:

Susan Bellew reported that another funding resource is FEMA money for Emergency Food and Shelter programs.  Each county is given an allocation of money based on their unemployment rate.  This money can be accessed by soup kitchens, agencies that give out food or shelters.  Each county has a board that has to have representatives from The United Way, the Salvation Army, Red Cross, local Shelter, etc.  There is usually a notification through the newspaper when those funds are released to apply for them.

Wanda Feldt reported that there is one opening at the SPMI apartments in Richmond County.  Individual must have a MI diagnosis and SSI income. 

Many individuals are applying for Support Housing loans through Sandhills Center right now.  Also, Therapeutic Alternatives has funding for basic needs.
The next meeting is February 15th. 
Motion to adjourn was made and carried.

Meeting Adjourned.
