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Supported Housing Loan Program
 The Supported Housing Loan is a funding source to assist Mental Health/Developmentally Disabled/Substance Abuse consumers who are receiving services from a provider in the Sandhills Center catchments area and living independently in a house or apartment.
One of Sandhills Center’s goals is to assist consumers to obtain and maintain affordable permanent housing. Housing can be costly to obtain when security deposits for rent and utilities are needed and costly to maintain when unforeseen financial situations arise.
The Supported Housing Loan is a 0% interest rate revolving fund available through Community Capacity Funds. The money that is repaid makes the funding source available for other consumers.

Any amount up to $300.00 can be requested by the provider for the consumer.

The provider agency responsibilities are as follows:
· To assess the need for the loan and the consumer’s ability to pay the loan back.

· To help the consumer decide a reasonable amount that they could pay each month.

· To include the loan and the repayment of the loan in the goals in the consumer’s Person Centered Plan, and send copy of the goal to the Housing department at Sandhills Center.
· To verify the consumer’s MH/DD/SA diagnosis.

When the loan is fully repaid, the Housing Specialist will send a verification letter to the consumer and the provider. 

If the consumer has not completed repayment of the loan and needs further financial assistance, the request will be handled on a case-by-case basis. There must be a good payment history.
Repayments can be handled in several ways:

· They can be given to the provider who will forward it to the Housing Specialist.

· The consumer can mail a personal check or money order made out to:

                            Sandhills Center, LME
                            Attn: Housing Specialist

                            PO Box 9

                            West End, NC 27376

The provider is not held responsible for the loan but should encourage and support the consumer to repay the money.

The loan application should be submitted with the following items:
· An authorization for release of information signed by the consumer for Sandhills Center, LME to communicate with and make payment to the vendor.

· An invoice or bill statement from the vendor with the loan amount that matches the amount requested in the loan application. If the consumer owes more than the amount he can borrow; he or she must write a statement that they can pay the remaining amount owed.

· Copy of the PCP goal sheet (just the page with the repayment goal, not entire PCP)

          The check processing time can be up to two weeks. If it is a critical 

          situation, the Housing Specialist can contact the vendor and pledge  

          the loan amount. 

          If the same consumer needs loans for two separate vendors, and the 

          amount does not exceed $300.00, they would need to fill out two 

          loan application forms, one for each vendor. 

          The consumer should be given a copy of the loan and the 

          repayment agreement, along with the repayment record form. This   

          would give the consumer a sense of ownership and responsibility.

