AHRMM MEETING

August 20, 2013
Monarch Creative Arts
In Attendance:
Regional Vice-Chair: Donna McCormick, Sandhills Center; Secretary: Mary Pat Buie, Sandhills Center;  Carol Brown, Family First and Golden Care; Kam McDonald, Anson County Schools; Faye Hardy, Moore County Schools; Martha Beatty, Community Outreach of Hoke County, Rasheeda Sturdivant, Trinity Services, LLC.; Phil Hewett, Sandhills Center; Anne Friesen, Friend to Friend; David Richardson, Legal Aid of North Carolina. 
The meeting was called to order by Donna McCormick. She welcomed all attendees. 
Introductions 
Attendee introductions were made.
Approval of July 2013 Minutes
Anne Friesen made a motion to approve the July 2013 minutes with a correction to Anson County School updates, second by Phil Hewett. Minutes with correction were approved unanimously.
New Business
Donna McCormick reported that the Baker House (Homeless Shelter) in Richmond County had burned and that there were no current plans to rebuild.
Balance of State Steering Committee Update
Anne Friesen and Donna McCormick reported on the July Balance of State meeting. 
The main focus of the meeting was information about upcoming grants. 
There was discussion regarding the HUD goal of moving individuals from shelter or transitional housing to permanent housing within 30 days. Supportive documentation for barriers to this goal should be carefully documented. 
Report from Sandhills Center LME/MCO

Donna McCormick reported that a draft of the letter to HUD has been sent to the management team at Sandhills Center for review. The letter states that Sandhills Center has made a decision to relinquish their role as administrators of the Shelter Plus Care Grant that was awarded in 2010. The main barriers that prohibited the successful administration of the grant are: a lack of appropriate referrals and the difficulty of maintaining the 1:1 service match required. Donna reported that SCAP will accept the one recipient that has been successfully housed. 
Speaker
David Richardson of Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC) gave a description of the free legal services that are offered by this nonprofit law firm. He explained that household income must fall below 125% of the federal poverty guidelines to qualify (with the exception of seniors and victims of domestic violence). Financial screening for everyone in the household is necessary. Some of the services that are available are:
· Help with landlord/tenant issues

· Housing Discrimination

· Consumer law

· Public Benefits (Medicaid/Medicare, Food Stamps, TANF/Work First, Social Security)

· Family law (Domestic Violence)

· Wills/Powers of Attorney

· Advice on legal issues

· Letters or phone calls to help resolve a problem

The Legal Aid Helpline toll-free number is 866-219-5262.
Custody and Divorce clinics will be held on September 17, 2013 at 1:00 pm at the new Moore County courthouse and on September 24, 2013 at 2:00 at the library in Rockingham. 

Agency Updates:
Golden Care/Family First
Carol Brown announced that she has started providing services for a facility with 30 clients. She reports that she is very busy with her role as Nurse Practitioner and is only doing consulting for Family First now.
Trinity Services, LLC

Rasheeda Sturdivant reported that Trinity Services will have a Substance Abuse Outpatient Program (SAOP) starting on September 1, 2013. She said that Trinity has been helping with supplies for back to school students in need. They are addressing the truancy problem in advance of the start of the school year. Trinity provides MST, Outpatient, and Substance Abuse treatment.
Anson County Schools
Kam McDonald reported that Anson County Schools is preparing to start the new school year next week. They are accepting donations of food and uniforms for those children in need. To date, they have identified 15 primary school children and 10 elementary school children that are displaced. 
Hoke County Coalition Against Homelessness
Martha Beatty reported that they were beginning a program to help persons coming out of prison to adjust to the community. She said that they were at work on their annual November Housing Event. 
Friend to Friend
Anne Friesen reported that they have had a lot of kids in the shelter this summer. Friend to Friend is working on a Pet Shelter project. The Policies and Procedures have been approved and private donations have come in to help with the project. 
Sandhills Center

Donna McCormick reported that Sandhills Center is fully operating as a Managed Care Organization. Phil Hewett provided an update of the two recent Crisis Intervention Team trainings. These trainings are provided by Sandhills Center to police officers, school resource officers, and other sworn officers. The training teaches a quieter approach for the officers to use with individuals with mental health disorders. Officers that have received the training wear a CIT pin and are often called on to handle difficult situations. 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 am
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at Richmond County DSS
